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The State Board of Education has
made it easier for B+ students from
South Carolina to compete with A
students from other states for college
admission and scholarships.

Last Tuesday, the board unanimously
approved a recommendation to adopt
a 10-point grading scale beginning in
the 2016-17 school year for all high
school courses.

Many states, including Georgia and
North Carolina, already use the scale.
In those states, a student making a 90
in each class would have a cumulative
GPA of 4.0, or an A average. A South
Carolina student with the same grades
would have a 3.0, or a B average.

State schools Superintendent Molly Spearman said the change will allow
South Carolina students to compete fairly for college entry and scholarships
– both academic and athletic – and also will benefit military families and
other students transferring into South Carolina schools. South Carolina
currently uses a seven-point grading scale.

“The adoption of a 10-point grading scale will provide all of our students an
equal opportunity to compete with their counterparts in neighboring states
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for college admission, athletic and academic scholarships and national
awards while maintaining our high academic standards,” Spearman said.
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Locally, Aiken County Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Sean Alford said he
supports the new grading scale “wholeheartedly” and “applauds Spearman
and the state board for visionary thought and bold action.

“It provides a level playing field for South Carolina students as they compete
for post-secondary opportunities with students from other states,” Alford
said. “The move also aligns grading scales between public schools and most
colleges and universities where students may be taking dual enrollment
classes.”

Currently, a high school student who had a 92 average in a dual enrollment
course at Aiken Technical College, for example, would receive an A for the
class from ATC, which uses the 10-point scale.

“But I’ve got to give that student a B because a 92 means something
different for the two institutions right here in the same town,” Alford said.

Dual enrollment allows students to take classes and receive credit at
participating colleges and universities while still enrolled in high school.

Alford worked with educational leaders throughout South Carolina on the
State Department’s Subcommittee to revise the Uniform Grading Policy and
“correct the unfair situation students in our state have faced as they apply
for college and scholarships,” he said.

While the new grading scale affects only high school students, Alford said he
is open to discussions to expand it to lower grades.

“Immediately, our teachers and parents have wondered what the move to
the 10-point scale in high school may mean for lower grades,” he said. “I look



forward to working with school and teacher leaders, as well as our local
board, to consider the future impact of the 10-point scale and making
decisions regarding its utilization throughout the school system as a
standard scale for grades one to 12.

“The 10-point scale is an opportunity for alignment and equity,” he
continued. “I’m always in favor of that.”

Middle schools aren’t required to make the change to the new scale, but are
encouraged to because many eighth-graders take high school courses,
according to a story by the Associated Press.

South Aiken High Principal Jill Jett agreed with Alford, but added, “I know
there are concerns about lowering our expectations.

“My response to that statement is that we have a very high level of rigor in
our curriculum and high expectations from our faculty and administration,”
Jett said. “Our commitment to preparing young people who will be able to
compete and contribute in the real world after high school graduation has
not waned, but elevated.”

Linda Strojan, a guidance counselor at Aiken High who works with
graduating seniors, called the change “a really good thing.

“It benefits our students tremendously and makes them more competitive,
especially out of state,” Strojan said. “Our students are competing for
college entrance and scholarships with students who have As that are only
90, but our students have As that range from 93 to 100. Only if people
bother to look further do they realize the difference, and most people don’t
look further.”

Strojan said the change also will benefit out-of-state students who transfer
to South Carolina schools, noting students from Georgia, for example, who
transfer to Aiken County public schools.



“Transitioning that 90 to a 93, even though we try to match it up, is not an
easy transition,” Strojan said. “For the most part, their GPAs suffer when
they come across the river. Now, we will be able to address that issue, and it
will make it easier for other states who work with our students, too.”

Under the new 10-point scale, students’ grades will be determined as
follows: A = 90-100; B = 80-89; C = 70-79; D = 60-69; and F = below 60.
Under the current seven-point scale, grades are awarded as follows: A = 93-
100; B = 85-92; C = 77-84; D = 70-77; and F = 69 and below.

The change will take effect Aug. 1, so students taking summer classes will be
the last graded on a seven-point scale, according to the AP.

Grades issued before Aug. 1 won’t be recalculated, meaning rising seniors’
GPA will benefit from only one year under the new scale.

State educators opted not to phase in the change beginning with next year’s
freshman class. The state’s computerized grade-reporting system cannot
handle two scales simultaneously. Also, many high school classes include
students in multiple grades.

The new grading scale also will make it easier for as many as 13,000
additional students to earn lottery-backed state scholarships annually by
2023, according to the AP.

Larry Wood covers education for the Aiken Standard. The Associated Press
contributed to this story.


